
 

1. Notes that Faithfulness in Service was adopted by the General Synod in 2004 “as 
the national code for personal behaviour and the practice of pastoral ministry by 
clergy and lay workers” (resolution 33/04) 

2. Notes that in Faithfulness in Service clergy and church workers are called to take 
“responsibility for their sexual conduct by maintaining chastity in singleness and 
faithfulness in marriage.”(FIS 7.2) 

3. Affirms that singleness is, like marriage, an honourable state for God’s people, in 
which the fullness of God’s blessings may be enjoyed. Singleness is highly 
commended in Scripture (1 Cor 7:8, 32-38; Matt 19:10-12). 

 

This motion underlines the ongoing importance of the Faithfulness in Service code 
and reminds all in the ACA of what it says. It was a good reminder to me to ensure 
that every clergy worker and lay worker ought to be given a copy of this code and 
required to read it as a condition of engagement in any ministry within our churches. 
The Faithfulness in Service Code is important to ensure we go about our work in the 
life of the church with integrity for the good of all, but it is also important in the 
difficult circumstance where church discipline needs to be applied. 
  

The final win for evangelicals at General Synod was the sound defeat of Professor 
Anstey’s motion “Affirming Same Sex Marriage”. That motion sought to completely 
invert our church’s understanding of human sexuality as seen most clearly in point g) 
of the motion: 
 

“g) considers same sex marriage as a moral good and a gift to be celebrated, providing 
an enrichment of the Christian understanding of marriage and a witness to God’s 
grace and love, consistent with the testimony of Scripture and Anglican tradition as 
expressed in the historic creeds.” 
 

In voting on Professor Anstey’s motion, 95 said “yes”, 145 said “no” sending a very 
clear message that the General Synod of the ACA is still conservative on the matter of 
human sexuality and wishes to uphold the Biblical view of marriage that sees it as 
between a man and a woman only. 
  

Also encouraging for us as evangelicals were the election results for the General Synod 
Standing committee. These show a clear swing in the ACA towards the growing 
influence of evangelicals with 19 out of 30  elected being evangelical. That is 63% of 
the body elected to make decisions on behalf of General Synod between gatherings 
seek to uphold the authority of the Scripture 😊 This is the best election result yet for 
evangelicals at General Synod and gives me hope looking forward. 
  

I trust that this report will reassure you that God continues to have His hand on the 
wider Anglican communion in Australia despite its motley nature. For us here in the 
Anglican Diocese of Armidale it is simply business as usual. May God strengthen each  
one of us to persevere at “Introducing all people to Jesus and helping them home to 
heaven.” 
 

With love in Christ, Rod. 
 

   

   
 

Declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it forth to the end of the earth: say, 
‘The Lord has set his people free.’ [Isaiah 48.20] 

 

22nd  May, 2022 – Easter 5  
 Today      29th  May 
 1 Kings 19:1-18        (p 559) 1 Kings 19:19-21 

Psalm 50:1-15                        (p 888)   
2 Corinthians 12:7-10      (p 1806) 
Matthew 13:31-35                (p 1518) 
  
  

General Synod – Overall Impressions from Bishop Rod 
 

Dear brothers in sisters in Christ, General Synod was a bit of a marathon and a 
rollercoaster at times, but we got there in the end and over-all the outcomes were 
positive for us as evangelicals. Following the narrow loss (in the house of Bishops only) 
of the motion to affirm Kanishka’s statement- which sought to uphold Biblical 
marriage and make clear our opposition to the blessing of same sex marriage in the 
ACA, there was a further statement on the definition of unchastity which was upheld 
by all three houses laity, clergy and bishops (12/11). That statement said: 
 

“Pursuant to the authority recognised in s.4 and s.26 of the Constitution, to make 
statements as to the…discipline of this Church”, and in accordance with the 
procedures set out in Rule V, the General Synod states that it continues to hold the 
historic view that “unchastity” means sexual activity outside a marriage relationship, 
defined in the book of Common Prayer as the union of one man and one woman in 
accordance with Jesus’ teaching about marriage in Matthew 19:4-5” 
 

The effect of synod passing this statement is that it clarifies and upholds our 
Faithfulness in Service code and safeguards our right to apply church discipline over 
matters concerning sexual immorality. 
 

A further win for those of us seeking to uphold the Biblical view of human sexuality 
was the motion that affirmed singleness. General Synod: 
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Dates to Remember 
28 May   Youth Group 6-8pm (Saturday) 
29 May 5th Sunday AAPB Service +  

Fellowship lunch. 
3 June   Test Cricket, The Voice & The Gospel 
   6.30 at The Playhouse, dinner at 7.45pm 
4 June    Speaking evangelistically - training 
 
 

 
 A guide for our prayers during the week 

 
Monday 
Our diocese and the gospel 

• Bishop - Rod 
• Other parishes 
• Another Year of evangelism 

Tuesday 
Our church and the gospel 

• Children and youth 
• Families 
• Seniors 

Wednesday 
Our community and the gospel 

• Covid19 
• SRE 
• Youth Group 

Thursday 
Our nation and the gospel 

• Prime minister 
• State and local government 
• Religious Freedom legislation 

Friday 
God’s world and the gospel 

• Islamisation 
• War and poverty 
• Barnabas Aid & Open Doors 
• Compassion - Lillian 

Saturday 
Ministry and the gospel 

• Link missionaries – James & Steph 
• Link parish – St Anne’s Ryde 
• Wardens and Parish Council 
• Vicar  

       Today   29 May 
Greet        Jenni   Greg  
Lead        Dean   Daniel 
Read        Dean, Jenni, Phoebe  Daniel, Phoebe, Leah 
Prayers              Daniel   Dean 
Counting       Elaine & Julia  Dean & Hamilton  
Sunday Club       Dale & Margaret  Jenni & Will    
Morning Tea       Charm & Watkins  Jenni & Sue  
Church Cleaning    Jenni  
Mowing           Peter H-S & Dale 
   
     

Direct Debit Giving Information 
Account name: Barraba Anglican Church 
BSB: 932-000 
Account No.: 11685 (add S3 if transferring from RAB. Omit if not) 
Reference: Offertory 

Speaking Evangelistically – Lay Training Day 
Barraba Anglican Youth Centre.   

June 4, 2022 @ 10:00 am - 3:30 pm 
This is a training day for all lay people to help equip them to proclaim 
the gospel. This is not just for lay preachers but for anyone who shares 
the gospel with others including SRE teachers, bible study leaders, 
men’s/women’s events, one-to-one bible reading, Christianity 
explored etc. The aim is to deliver practical and useful guidance from 
experienced bible teachers and evangelists, in an accessible format 
and also to provide helpful resources. 
 

The cost of the day will be $25 which includes morning tea, lunch and 
a copy of John Chapman’s book, “Setting Hearts on Fire: A guide to 
giving evangelistic talks”. Our trainer is the Rev. David Mansfield who 
has extensive experience both speaking evangelistically and training 
others to do the same. 
  

Please RSVP by Saturday 28th May to Emily at the Diocesan Office: 
02 6772 4491 or office@armidaleanglicandiocese.com 
 


